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ati eee eee vee : r | : 
~~ ee A kial in the Barisal district : one oe 966 
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(a)—Pelice— | (4)—General— —’ , MgtahdTotitae : 
7 es | 8 
Orime in a ie in the Barisal district — . i. ; | a: , 
Writer-consta es cee eee ove & 
Police oppression at a bathing festival — ove = «6B ib | 
Zamindari opression in the Faridpur district “= 367 | 
(b)— Working of the Courts— . Z : 
ITI.—Lze1starryn. 
The ear-pulling case ‘as eee oe 6868 
a congue case na ai ove a aceon on all 
@ ear- Ing case cece ees ee e owmen i eee : eee ; 
aaa: we red ee sligions Be ‘ 
IV.—Narttvz Sravas.. we 
(c)—Jatle— Nil. } : , 
i. Native Chiefs not to hold property within Briti | 
(4)—Education— | Indig ‘de pit pr — “b 
Delay in publishing the results of the Entrance V.—Prosrapts or rae Onors axp Coxpition op — cee ie ) 
Examination ne sid oe | THE PEoryz. : ee. . 
roa gnemine in Vikrampur in the Dacca is . si 
j tric eee eee eee ese ; f 
Rumoured exclusion of Bengalis from the Roorki The working of the famine poli , ee 3 
Civil Engineering College ia . 0 | one Mymensingh dstict oe me 
The Primary Examinations ace ~- 865 Distress in the P district: ye a se 
A death from starvation in a village in the Bankura 
mY district eee ‘eve eee 6b , 
(ec) —Local Self-Government and Municipal . dAdminie- eres 
tration— : : 
Water-scarcity in Mymensingh ‘ih eg thin Bog : ee ae a 
Water-ecarcity + gs Vilas te: the Chee ib VI MsCeELANmOws, | oe 
Gistricg te a mem ee Celebaration of the Diamond Jubilee <a | 
Water-scarcity in the Faridpur distriot aka Mr. Allen's reply to Mr.Skrine —_ . ‘ib we 
Nuisance on the Circular Road conservancy a ses 
latform 2 yee eee eee ; _ fae $66 Uatrva Parzurs. : acre 
ater-scarcity in a village in the Hoozhly district  ¢ : 7 
i Nil, foe 
(S) Questions affecting the land— ) ‘Assax Paves, : 
| | The Civil Sargeon of Sylhet Dh is oe 
eee gin nial ‘Partition suiteie 8 _ : : : ee | 
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LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


received 
Td cxasatned for the 


20,000 | 24th April, ‘1897. 
3 al 
i 
“Samay ”’ eee 
6s Sanjivani “8 ee 
‘‘Som Prakash ” 
sb Sulabh Samachar” esecee 
“‘Vikrampur”’ ... 


bo m= > © 00 93 Cra 0 tO 


Daily. 


ka” Qist, 23rd, 24th and 26th 
Bap Vays Fae to 28th April, 1897. 


wii ctaieies | Ch 25th to 29th April, 1897. 


“‘Samvad Prabhakar” 
a d Purnachandrodaya” 24th and 26th to 29th 
wove April, 1897 


“Sulabh Dainik”’ 


22nd to 24th, 26th, 28th 


Hirmpr. | 


Weekly. 

‘¢ Bharat Mitra” 22nd April, 1897, 
“Hindi Bangavasi” 26th — ditto. 

PERSIAN. 

Weekly. 


“ Hublul Mateen ” Ditto 19th and 26th April, 1897: 
Urnvv. CaLourta. | 


Weekly. 
uide. | 
r General and Gauhariasfii” | Ditto 23rd ditto. 


Bagna@att. Burpwax Division. 
Fortnightly. 

“ Ulubaria Darpan "’ Ulubaria 
. Weekly. | 


“ Bankura Darpan” Bankura 
*“ Burdwan Sanjivani ” Burdwan 


“Chinsura Vartavaha” Chinsura 
‘* Education Gazette” Hooghly 


Bare@aus. Paxsipency Drvisron. 
Weekly. 


‘*Murshidabad Hitaishi’ ,,, 
“* Murshidabad Pratinidhi ” 
“* Pratikar” eee 
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ee ee 


No. Names of newspapers. | sincatiacieamsucecesas eee 
Unrva. Oxtssa Drvision. 
| Weekly. | 
1 ‘ Sambalpur Hitai : oma °? pom eeeece eesese 
a os 190 
3 | *Samvad Vahika » . 
S i* Uriya and Navasam | Ditto ove 809 
4 |“ Utkal Dipika” ooo | Cua ~ aa 
Hip. Patya Drvision. 
1 |“ Bihar Bandhu” os | Bankipur ae | About 600 
Weekly. 
] - Aryavarta age” Th Dinapur eee 1,000 24th April, 1897. 
Urnv. 
Weekly. 
1 |“ Akhbar-i-Al Punch” __... | Bankipur on 600 | 2nd ditto. 
2 | “Gaya Punch”? os. one (Gaya ove 400 {19th _ ditto. 
Benet. Bracatror Division. 
Fortnightly. 
] 66 Gaur Varta eee Malda pee seccee 
| Beneatti. RassHani Division. 
Weekly. 
1 |“ Hindu Ranika” eo. | Boalis, Rajshahi__.... 248 | 21st _— ditto. 
2 “ Rangpur Dikprakash on Kakina, Rangpur eee , 180 000 v00 
Hrnpt. 
Monthly. | 
1 | Darjeeling Mission ke Masik} Darjeeling eee 700 
"Serena Patrika.” 
BrEne@ati. Dacca Division. 
Fortnightly. 
] e Kasipur Nivasi 7 Gee Kasipur, Barisal eee 315 12th April, 1897 ° 
Weekly. 
] “ Barisal Hitaishi e eee Barisal eec eeccce 
2 | “ Chara Mihir” -. | Mymensingh oe 900 | 19th — ditto. 
8 |“ Dacca Prakash” oe. | Dacca pet 2,400 | 26th ditto, 
S i" Sanjay’ ‘ eee eee Faridpur eee ceecce 23rd ditto. 
6 | “Saraswat Patra” vee | Dacca ». |About 600 | 24th ditto, 
ENGLISH AND BryGALt. 
| Weekly. 
1 | “ Dacca Gazette” ee. | Dacca eee 600 | 26th ditto. 
BEneatti. CurrTaGone Divistoy. 
Fortnightly. | 
1 |“ Tripura Prakash ” ee | Comilla ee 900 
Weekly. 
1 | “ Sansodhbini ss sali . | Chittagong = 120 
BEnGatt. Assam. 
Fortnightly. 
‘6 Paridarshak-o-Srihattavasi”’ 
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( 33) 
I.—Forerran Pouitics. © ag 4) 

f the 19th April says that it is beyond human pro- 
alah sciassoitaa babilit that Grado, which consists of only a few 
she eee Gee dilapidated villages, would have ventured to wage 

a war with Turkey if she had not any of the Powers at her back. England 
and Italy are the powers who are suspected to be helping Greece. 


II].—Home ADMINISTRATION. — 


in (a)—Police. | — 
2. The Kasipur Nivasi of sgt rs ae ——— of the pre ye of 
ia ec iia fd ‘sal crime in Harinaphulia, a vi near wn. 
“ae wri oriege Murder, lecalty: and riot tare become a matter of 
every-day occurrence. There have been lately the murder of a woman and a 
daring theft in the house of Mr. Pereira. All this is occurring in spite of the 
vigilance of the police. | | 
- 3. The nes paper observes that the pay of the writer-constables should 
be increased. The writer-constables have some- 
times to do work of responsibility, and the Govern- 
ment should Jose no time to improve their condition. i. 
4, A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 19th April complains that 
Police oppression at a bathing at the Astams bathing festival lately held in Begun- 
festival. bari, in the Mymensingh district, the police con- 
stables extorted blackmail from the pilgrims for using the latrines which were 
rovided for them, and forcibly took away goats intended for sacrifice. 
abu Anath Nath and Mr. Ghosh, Barrister-at-law, saw these oppressions. 
5. One Najiruddin Ahmed, writing in the Mthir-o-Sudhakar of the 24th 
Zamindari oppression in the April from Pangsa, in the Faridpur district, says 
Faridpur district. that the oppressions of the N estate cutcherry 
in that place have increased since the acquittal of the accused in the Bhella- 
baria cow-killing case, One Giru Miya, who gave his evidence against the 
cutcherry men, had his goat killed in his absence, and now he has been 
ealeiwtelly deprived of his lease of the Madhabpur bazar, before the expiry of 
its term. Rents in the bazar are now collected by the cutcherry direct, and 
the greatest oppressions are committed in connection therewith. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


6. The Sahachar of the 21st April says that Mr. Pearson, Presidency 
Magistrate of Calcutta, was greatly mistaken in 
refusing to entertain Babu Sasibhusan Mukharii’s 
complaint against a European gentleman for pulling him by the ear. Mr. 
Pearson probably thought that every European‘ was superior to a native in 
social status, and that the latter should not, therefore, feel insulted if he was 
pulled by the ear by a European; or it may be he considered the hurt caused 
to Sasi Babu by the assault not sufficiently serious. But the question involved 
in this case was not what the character or gravity of the hurt caused to the 
complainant was, but whether he received an insult. It is undeniable that 
Sasi Babu received a gross insult. 
7. Referring to the ear-pulling case in the Calcutta Police Court, the 
ella thy Dasnik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 26th April 
observes that it will serve as a precedent to the 
European heads of many offices, where, it may be expected, ear-pulling will 
soon come into vogue. In making an application for an appointment a can- 
didate will henceforward have probably to state, as one of bis qualifications, 
that “he has no objection to ear-pulling.” Ear-pulling may not be uncommon 
in the | owe offices, but it has now become legalised through the instrumenta- 
lity o — and the Chief Presidency Magistrate. May Mr. Pearson 
prosper eae 
8. The Sulabh Dainik of the 26th Aprii has the following, with reference 
i eamaniitiis enas - oe oes case in the Calcutta Police 
Mr. Pearson has acted according to his judgment in the case, and cannot 
therefore be blamed. We should se anes the High Court which, ieiaine. 


Writer-constables. 


The ear-pulling case. 


Hostu, Mareen, 
April 19th, 1897. 


April 12th, 1897. 


_Kastpur Nivasr. 


CHarv Mini, 
April 19th, 1897. : 


MrnIB-0-SupHAKAR, 
April 24th, 1897. 


| SaHACHAR, 
April 21st, 1897, 


Samay, 
April 23rd, 1897, 
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that in Mr. Pearson’s opinion the offence, if any, was a trivial one, sent back : 


case to him for trial. . By expressing his opinion on the case, the 


Fes! already shown that he Gould not act impartially in the matter, and he 


should not have been allowed to try the case. 


The defendant himself admitted that he had touched the complainants ; 
ea r with his finger, but he said that he did not mean any offence. A 
man once thrashed another with his shoe, but said that he did not mean to 
insult the injured person.. Ear-pulling is looked upon as a great insult in this | 
country and is not a trivial offence. 


Sasi Babu ought not to have gone to law; he ought to have decided the 


‘matter himself by taking the law into his own hands. The High Court ‘should 


call for and examine the record of the case. 


9, Mr. Pearson, observes the Hitaishi of the 27th April with reference to 

the ear-pulling case in the Police Court, has shown 
commendable sympathy with a countryman, but 
he should remember.that he is paid for administering even-handed justice, and 
not for showing partiality to his own countrymen. In the Magistrate’s opinion 
it was no insult to the complainant to be pulled by the ear in the presence of — 
the office employés. Was, then, ear-pulling meant as a joke by the accused? 
Mr. Pearson is sometimes late in coming to office. ill he be very much 
oe if his official superiors rebuke him in the presence of the court people? 


_ The ear-pulling case. 


iscarriage of justice was expected in the case, and the writer is now satisfied — 
about Mr. Pearson’s sense of justice. 2 


(d)—Education. 


10. The Sulabh Daintk of the 22nd April condemns the delay in publishing 


ee Pe ee the results of the Entrance Examination. This 

Pye wk ng nan Ph Ray delay is a source of great inconvenience to most of 
the plucked students and is the chief cause of their 

repeated failures. It leaves them very little time to get up the course. This 
year the results have been published on the 21st April. All schools and 
colleges will be closed for the summer vacation on the Ist May, and will not 
re-open before the 24th June. The test examination takes place in October, 
su that the students will have barely three months to get up their lessons, and 


during that short time it is not possible for them to be fully prepared for the 
examination. o 


This difficulty can be very easily removed. Let a larger number of 
examiners be appointed at increased remuneration, and let them be instructed 
to return their papers in three weeks. Let the examination be held towards the 
end of December or in the beginning of January, and let the results be published 


towards the end of February. This will give plucked students an additional 
ten months’ time, which they will be able to turn to the best account. 


11, The Vikrampur of the 23rd April complains that female education is 


languishing for want of support. School Inspectors 

so en auestion in Viktempe? never sanction .an_ aid iota than five or six 
rupees for a female school. A school for girls or 

for grown-up women cannot be successfully managed with an income of less 
than thirty or forty rupees, and no female school can live long on the miserable 


pittance which is granted to it. Schools for boys are multiplying, but female 
schools are in a backward condition. 


12, The Samay of the 23rd April understands thai it is in the contempla- 


ss os : ag = ene toexclude Bengali — 
my way 9 Ort Bengalis the Roorki Civil Engineering College, on the groun 
College’ Gril OE Gat they have an engineering pee néiieue Wile 
where ample facilities for education are available. 


There are, however, many advantages enjoyed by a student of the Roorki 
College, which are not available to the te He § of the Sibpur Engineerin 


College. It will not be unnatural to fear that Bengalis may also be eae 
from Cooper’s Hill College in future. It is strange that the Governor-General — 
should at all think of excluding Bengalie from the Roorki College. But 
nothing is strange under Lord Elgin’srule! «ss ws—=its OU Celia 


¢ 
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18. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 28th April has the follow- psnosuucun 
April 98th, 1897, 


ing :— 


The Primary Examinations. " According to the new rules on the subject, even 


teachers can appear at the Lower Primary Scholarship Examination. Nutan 
Path, the 1, for this examination, 18 & much ‘easier text-book than 
Bodhodaya. A candidate for the examination has to get up this book and a 
little of Arithmetic, Subhankars and Hygiene. And it is this easy examination 
that a teacher has to pass! Advancement of knowledge, indeed! The text- 
book for the Upper Primary Scholarship Examination 1s Charubodh, or a similar 
book. A third- wel student of an Upper Primary School must, and a fifth-class 
student of a Middle Vernicular School may,: appear in the Lower Pr 
Scholarship Examination. Will it not be well to hold an examination in the 
alphabet, and call it the ‘“‘ Lowest Primary Examination,” so that a child may 
appear at an examination before it is out of its swaddling clothes ? 

Chandra Babu has been compelled to introduce a little bit of Bhugol or 
terrestrial geography into his Nutan Path. Why not introduce Khagol or celes- 
tial geography as. well? In the Lower Primary Scholarship Examination 
there is a little bit of everything—Literature, Science, History, Geography, 
Arithmetic, Subhankari, and Hygiene. A candidate for this examination 
must be a jack-of-all-trades. In the Lower Primary Scholarship Examina- 
tion for sits there is a aopere text-book on Geography, as if girls 
ought to know more of geography than boys! Is a knowledge of geography 
calculated to advance the cause of female liberty? And if you would have 
geography, why not have antiquities too? In the case of girls, masmahina 
is made optional with needle-work. Kindred subjects, indeed! Has zamindari 
and mahajani been abolished from the Lower Primary Scholarship Examination, 
simply to insult Sir George Campbell. who, in his minute, made zamindari 
and mahajani one of the principal subjects of study for that examination, 
on the ground that it would benefit children of the agricultural classes, 
who form the bulk of primary students? The study of zamindari and 
mahajani was not certainly responsible for the increase of political agitation in 
the country. Inscrutable indeed are the ways of the authorities! What one 
makes another unmakes. The idle hand is sure to work mischief. 

The examination rules are extremely rigid, whilst the rules relating to aid, 
scholarships and free studentships are far from satisfactory. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


14, A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 19th April-draws the atten- 
tion of the Mymensingh District Board to the 
| severe water scarcity prevailing in the villages of 
Teligati and Hatiar in the Netrakona subdivision. 


15. The Uthir-o-Sudhakar of the 24th April says that repeated representa- 
‘“<Z See ay tions arty | been ait through the oo o! this 
ater scarcl In wluage in . 
Sod paper, to the 24-Parganas District Board for the 
pacha: ced one re-excavation of the old dight in Muhammadpur in 
the Basirhat subdivision of that district, the District Engineer of the Board lately 


Water scarcity in Mymensingh. 


wrote to the editor of this paper to say that the Board could not undertake the 


work, as the zamindars and raiyats of the village were not prepared to bear one- 
third of the cost, as required by the Board’s rules. The District Engineer 
requests the editor to induce the zamindars and raiyats to contribute their 
share of the estimated expense. But the editor does not see his way to do this, 
because the residents of the village being mostly agriculturists are in great 
distress, owing to the last bdr failure of crops, If sufficient funds for the 
re-excavation of the dighi be not forthcoming, the Magistrate ought to take up 
the re-excavation of one or two smaller tanks in the village as relief work. 
That would not cost more than Rs. 200. 


16. A correspondent of ee Gogg paper gD of soveen sales scarcity 
| hewe in the villages of Bhellabaria, Krishnapur and. 
ne ES Oe oe Samaspur in the Goalundo subdivision of the 
| Faridpur district. A tank in Bhellabaria supplies 
water to about half a dozen neighbouring villages, but it dries up at the end of 
the cold season. This tank should be re-excayated. == De pats 


Cuakv Munir, 
April 19th, 1897, 


MIHIR-O SUDHAKAR 
April 24th, 1897, 


Mrnre-0-SoDHAKEAR, 


( 366 ) 


17. The Sulabh Samachar of the 24th _— complains of the nuisance on 
the conservancy platform in Circular Road. The 
Nuisance on the Circular Road gtinking conservancy carts are loaded and unloaded 
nrrney vee here throughout the day, and the conservancy wag. 
gons emit an oppressive stinking anal which is a _— to the health of the 
neighbouring people. The authorities should remove the nuisance, or at least 
partially abate it by extending the Maniktala platform, and making most of 
the conservancy carts go there. : 
18, The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 25th April complains of the prevalence 
of water scarcity in Barhajor, a village under the 
Pog cdl cag Pt village in Pandua thana in the Hooghly district. The tanks | 
SONY See and wells have run dry, and the use of their foul 
water has led to an outbreak of cholera. The Government should dig tanks 
or wells in the village, or at least make arrangements for the supply of the 
water of the Eden Canal to the village people. 


SotaBs SAMACHAR, 
April 24th, 1897. 


(9)—Railways and communications including canals and irrigation. 


i 


Kastror Nrvast, 19. The Kasipur Nivasi of the 12th A ril complains that the shal through 
April 12th, 1897. enue Kasipur in the Barisal district has run dry and its 
A khal in the Barissl district. © Gredoing is sadly wanted. If it is not dredged, the 


local public will suffer from water scarcity, and the insanitary condition of 
the village will continue. 
| 


(h) — General. 


ALPuxcH, 20. Al Punch of the 2nd April advises the aumasccnme of Bengal to hold 
April 2nd, 1897. = ae? a mass meeting for the purpose of protesting against 
The pilgrimage notification. == the notification by which Mu hammadans have been 

prohibited from undertaking pilgrimage to Mecca from Indian ports.. The 


outbreak of bubonic plague cannot be the sole cause which necessitated Govern- 
ment’s action in regard to the pilgrimage. 


Kasrrur Nivast, 21. The Kasipur Nivasi of the 12th April is sorry that Babu Banamal: Rai, 
April 12th, 1897. 2 | Sub-Registrar of Nalchhiti, in the Barisal district, 
Ps an punishment of a Sub- has been transferred to an unhealthy place by wa 

of punishment. The charge against Banamali 

Babu is totally unfounded, and he has been the victim of a goneptreey 

Banamali Babu is an old and experienced Sub-Registrar. He has been faith- 

fully serving the Government for a long time and is entitled to Prone 


It is certainly a matter of regret that he should be punished instead of being 
rewarded, 


Cuanv Mra, 22. The Charu Mihir of the 19th April says that the more the: people of 


April 19th, 1807, _ ig the country have been agitating for fresh rights 
oo s distrust of and privileges, the more artfully is the Government 
sak curtailing even the rights which have already been 
ven to them, This is due to the Government’s ‘distrust of the people. The 
latter have been doing their best to remove this distrust, because it is their 
interest that British rule should exist in India for a long time to come. Even 
in a year like this, in the midst of widespread famine and the plague, the 
people do not show any signs of displeasure against the Government. Distress 
makes the people of this country curse their own lot: it never leads them to 
misconduct themselves in regard to their rulers. No Government can keep 
‘a people overawed at a time like this by mere physical force. Thut it is not 
from a fear of their rulers that the people of India suffer in silence every 
reverse of fortune is proved by the fact that even in the midst of their sufferings 
they are as loyal and respectful to Her Majesty as ever and rejoice to hear of 
the ensuing jubilee. Government will be answerable to the world if, in the face 
of such steadfast fidelity on the part of the Indian people, it distrusts them, — 
and sees cause for fear in trifles like tree smearing. British rule in India 
would have been a most marvellous thing, if Government had changed its 
present policy, and if placing its trust in the Indian people, it had gradually 


given the latter more rights:and privileges, 


( 367 ) 


: aper says that though the Government is doing everything 
aileron 3 es: root out’ the plague, the rules it has framed for 
The plague policy of Govern- that purpose are causing the test hardship 
_— , to the people. Those rules have, im many respects, 
interfered with the customs and social usages of the people, The medical 
examination of women in open places, the se tion of infected persons 
from their nearest and dearest, and want of discretion on the part of the 
executive in enforcing the rules, have produced serious discontent in the minds 
of: the people, who have, moreover, been greatly excited by the distinction 
which is made in the examination of women of other communities. The people 
have borne the famine and the plague patiently and without a murmur, but the 
rigour of the rules framed for the suppression of the latter has B prion too much 
for their patience. ‘Government should not ignore this excited state of public 
feeling, for a very slight cause may bring about an explosion. 
24, ‘The same paper has the following :— 
No Government can: go on in the mannerin 
‘The Government's policy of which the British Governmentin India does. _ Public 
ee expenditure in India is every day increasing. The 
frontiers are being fortified against foreign invasion, the military are being 
placed on a better Footing, the civil officers are being humoured by the grant 
of exchange compensation allowance, and even in a time of widespread distress 
like the present, the sumptuary allowance of the Lieutenant-Governor has been 
doubled. But neither Government nor its officers care to devise means for 
improving the pecuniary condition of the people, who are steeped in the most 
abject poverty. To speakof smaller matters, the high officials have not cared 
to pay even the little deference to public feeling, which would have been shown 
by giving up the hill exodus this year in consideration of the people’s distress. 
~ Increase of expenditure cannot be met without an increase of revenue. 
But instead of trying to increase the revenue by developing the resources of 
the country, the only proposals which are, from time to time, made to meet 
increased expenditure are loans and increased taxation. The 
part, are growing despondent, seeing that, however educated or qualified they 
may be, they will not get a fair share of Government employment, or more 
rights and privileges. | 
This state of things cannot last long. Increased poverty must bring 
famine with it; but no Government can feel itself safe in the midst of incessant 
cries for food. The present crisis has very clearly proved the fidelity of the 
ople to the British Government, There is not, in fact, another subject 
people on the face of the earth, who can equal Indians in faithful allegiance 
and loyalty to the sovereign power, Remembering this and remembering also 
the interest the Indians have in the maintenance of British rule, the Govern- 
ment should see its way to change the policy it is following towards them. 
Let the Government repose more confidence in the people, and endeavour to 
improve their condition. The Welby Commission or any other Commission will 
do the country no good. 
25. The Hublul Mateen of the 26th April says that the Hooghly Imambarah 
i has become a scene of frequent scandal. Hardly 
a day passes On which one or two Shia employés 
are not punished in some form or other. The authorities in charge of the 
gaat al mg solicited to make an enquiry into the cause which has thrown 
it out of order. : ) 


ITI.—LeEcGisiatrve. 


26. The General and Gawhariasi of the 23rd April says that the pro-- 


The Religions Endowments Bill. visions of the. Religious Endowments Bill are 

quite in keeping with the requirements of the time. 

The Bill should be passed into law in disregard of the objections that are 
likely to be raised by some interested people. : 


IV.—NativE Srares. righ 
27. The Burdwan Sanjivané of the 20th April does not approve’ of the 


Bion Be om Beek Be acquiring pro in British India. The ‘Native 


Chiefs are actually subjects of the British Govern- 


ple, on their. 


Government’s order preventing Native Chiefs from. 
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Cuarv MIBIR, 
April 19th, 1897, 


Caarv Mrnir. 


Hirpvu RawnJika, 


BaNKURA DARBPAd, 
April 23rd, 1897. 


Bankura DaRpPan. 
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. What harm, then, ig there in their acquiring operty in British Indi : j 


The order under notice will only offend the Native C 


V.—ProsPEcts OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


’ 


98, Tho Gharu Mihir of tho 19th April says that want of judgment op 


,_, sympathy on the part of the ‘execu © 18 in 

pane, working of the famine cases frustrating the object with which the British 
iba public are subscribing to the famine fund, Ip 
many places, the suffering people are not getting adequate relief, and else. 
where they are recelying heartless treatment from the. officers in charge of 
relief operations. Government does not wish to ignore distress, but its officers 


1- 


are not in some places quite willing to grapple with if. It is hoped 
Government will C ard keep a shé Te 0 ) 

maintain the same gracious attitude towards the famine-stricken people ag it 
bes hitherto done. The people of India have been greatly re-assured by 


0 d f 1B by ¢ 
vernment’s conduct in the prea famine, and their devotion to the Eeplish 
people has increased a hundredfold, a ae 
29. ‘The same paper publishes the following reports of distress in the 
SG Py tit _.., . Mymensingh district :— . __ a alee al 
aimee in the Mympnsingh. —- (1) The charity of Babu Hem _ Chandre 
RRR Chaud uri js doing much to relieve distress in 
Chatutia, within the jurisdiction of the Gopalpur thane. But Rani Hemanta 
Kumari Devi has done nothing to relieve the severe distress among her raiyats 
of Sangram, Simul, Bansi, Baghil and Taltala. Some families in these villages 
are getting only one meal a day, and others one meal at intervals of two or 
three days. Pumpkins, potatoes and maskalai form the chief food of many. 
__ _ (2) Acute distress prevails in the villages of Malipara, Takuria, Brahman- 
jani, Kumuriabari, Syampur, Binnafair, Rajnathpur, Dayalpur, Raghunathpur, 
Sisua and Govindapur and in the chur of the Jamuna river. Jahnavi Chau- 
dhurani and Babu Pramatha Nath Rai should take pity on their helpless 
pr ney 288 
30. The Hindu Ranjika of the 21st April complains of the prevalence of 
Distress in the Pabna district,  SC@rcity in the villages of Dilpasar, Bilnaheribari 
: and Bhawanipur, &c., all villages in the Pabna 


district. People are in great distress and are living on wild roots and plants. ’ 


Immediate relief is wanted. 
31. The Bankura Darpan of the 23rd April publishes a letter, in which it 
is complained that on the 16th April last one Gopal 
Bauri of Marhoa, in the Bankura district, died from 
starvation. Gopal Bauri was aged fifty or fifty-five, 
but was strong and healthy and used to beg. His gon, the only support, of the 
family, pgs ‘failed to earn money sufficient for the purpose of maintaining 
the ly. The family has been in great distress for a ongtime. The old 


man had to starve three days before his death, and had nothing but water. & 


live on. He broke down on the 16th, and died. His death cannot be attribu 
to disease or natural infirmity, Ee See ees 


Commenting on the above, the editor observes that he had sent a repre- 


A death from starvation in a 
village in the Bankura district. — 


sentative to the said viage to inquire into the truth or otherwise of the state- 


ment contained in the 
perfectly correct. 

32. ‘The same paper complains ¢ me prevalence of distress among - 

Distress in Bankura. . poor in Bankura town. One Kali Charan De 

i Wack living in Kanti Babu’s Lane, has been reduced to 


etter, and he is now satisfied that the statement 1s 


great distress. He lives with his old and infirm mother in a dilapidated hut, 


and his bedding consists of rags. He was once well-to-do, and earned thirty of 
forty rupees per month. But he has now been reduced to starvation. He is, 


however, quite averse to begging. The local Famine Committee should come to 
the rescue of this pore man and his old: mother. 


A correspondent of the same aper. gives the follow ° ai 
persons in Rampur, in the Bankura district ial the following list of distressed 


a 


(1) Gopal Singh’s widow with four sons and one daughter. Gopal 


Singh was a head-constable in the Bankura police station, and 


vee 


1 henceforward keep a sharp eye on its famine officers, = 


( 369 ) 


pitiable condition, the whole family living on the esrbing 


nna per day) of the’ eldest boy, Penny rae 
(one anna per day) o : less condition. 


( 3} Fudki Loharini, with three grandchildren in a hel 


tarvation. | } . 

(4) Dasi Metyani, old and infirm. Reduced toa skeleton. eee 
Another correspondent of the same paper gives the following two cases in 
) . «@ k 7 listrict :— | ye : 
| Mth) Bhairab Teli, old and infirm. He and hig wife are. living on rice 


s * 


skeleton. He and his sister are in great distress. Three of 
| the ‘man’s children have been driven from home by starvation. 


83. The Vikrampur of the 28rd April writes that acute scarcity prevails 
o moan : te among the poor of Medinimandal, a village in the 
nrg + ly village in the Dacca district. ) | ; 
34. Dainsk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 26th April complains that 
oe The Deere acute distress prevails in the Magura subdivision of 
, Distress in the Magura subdivi' the Jessore district. Taccavi loan on a large scale 
= he desert se was sanctioned, but not granted. The Subdivisional 
Officer andthe Deputy Director of Agriculture reported that the subdivision 
was in great distress, but only Rs. 50 per month has been sanctioned for the 


relief of one hundred villages. Distress is in its acutest state in the. 


Muhammadpur thana, where starvation of herself and of her mother drove a 


Oo woman to commit suicide. Another woman attempted to commit 
suicide for the same reason in the same thana. Old and infirm beggars are 
dying from starvation. , 


VI.—MIsceLLANEovs. 


35. The Sahachar of the 2ist April has the following:— 
| Her Majesty is about to complete the sixtieth 
Celebration of the Diamond voar of her reign. The 20th June next is the da 
Jubilee. y : , ° ° 
on which every part of her extensive Empire will 
be en fété in commemoration of the happy occasion. England is already making 
its preparations, and has invited all European sovereigns to join in the great 
ahealion, which will have no parallel in modern history. 

India is ever miserable. But she yields to no other part of the British 
Empire in loyalty to the sovereign. The Indians have always been famous 
for their loyality and devotion to their sovereign ; and if, poor as they are, the 
cannot spend money in commemorating the sixtieth year of Her Maj ba 
reign, they will make her a present of their heart-felt loyalty. It is a matter 
of congratulation that, in spite of the plague and the famine, preparations are 

ing made in every part of India for a suitable celebration. The various 
~ bodies in Calcutta, without distinction of colour or creed, have united 
or the purpose, ) 

According to some, the occasion should be celebrated in Calcutta by the 
erection of a marble statue of Her Majesty, like the one in Bombay. But 
it would, perhaps, be more to the liking of Her Majesty if the money raised in 
Calcutta were devoted to some object connected with the alleviation of the 
misery of the poor. The Hindu and Musalman communities will each 
celebrate the Jubilee by offering up prayers and performing other religious 
ceremonies for Her Majesty’s long life and suipeeel and spiritual welfare. As 
for the Government’s share in the celebration, it would be best performed by 
doing everything that can be done to check famine and plague. Victoria ‘is a 
sacred goddess, and no evil can last long during her reign. It is fully hoped 
that the celebration of the Jubilee will be synonymous with the termination 
of the plague and the famine. 

36. Mr. Allen, writes the Sulabh Dainsk of the 28th April, has replied to 

ea a a Mr. Skrine’s charge inst the Secretariat. He 
eee SB OO SE” ts probably the mouthpiece of the Secretaries, 


his family was once. well to do. It. is now in.an extremely — 


(3) Pitma Metya, with his wife ‘and three children. Reduced to 


(2) Bhaiktntha Teli, a youn man of thirty or thirty-two. - Reduced to 


and that is why he has taken up his pen against Mr. Skrine and on behalf of 


VIERAMPUR, 
April 28rd, 1897. 


April 26th, 1897. 


SauacHaR, 


April 21st, 1897, 


ScoraBba Dann, 
April 28th, 1897. 
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pee of his. service before indulging in a 16 praise Of Ocre 
36 a ‘Mr. Skrine has solved many riddles, unravelled many mysteries of the 


eo Assam Papers. 
7 87. The Paridarshak-o-Srihattavasi for the 2nd fortnight of Chaitra 1308 
A ee ee B.S., writes that Dr, erji, Civil Surgeon o; 4 
ee Sylhet, has made many improvements in the “ 
building of the local charitable dispensary. It will be a matter of great pleasure : 
to the writer to learn that he is as much mindful of the interests of the 
es pa tye YA patients as he is desirous of improving and embelli 
ary buildin 


iinet ae, 


bellishing the dispen- 

sary | g. Itis a matter of regret that at a meeting of the District Board F 

the Civil Surgeon made remarks against a icular individual and a parti- mi 

cular section of the community, which did not become his eye His 

remarks will not injure those against whom they were directed, but will only 

serve to lower him in the public estimation. 2 
88. The same paper complains inst the order of the Deputy Com- 
MT) Matra EEN missioner of Sylhet to the effect that partition 

4h ™” gaits should be tried in the Sadar Court, and not 

Pie. by Subdivisional Officers as heretofore. This order is clearly against the Assam 

Land and Revenue Regulation, section 126, subsection (1), clause (e), which 

| gives Subdivisional Officers power to try partition suits. The Deputy Com- 

missioner’s order not only makes the Assam Regulation useless, but is also a 

ae . source of great inconvenience to the public. . 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengals Tr anslator * 
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